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1.

Why?

Mediterraneansocietiesare increasinglyfacingfloods, water scarcity,heat
waves,prolongeddroughts, stream flow variability, temperature risesand
decreasedainfall.

Theimpact of these phenomenais expectedto intensify the existingrisks
of desertification and forest fires, particularly in regions where water
scarcityis alreadya concern It istherefore of crucialimportanceto develop
adaptationmeasureghat are aimedat the reductionof the vulnerabilityof
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2 How?

The Cocoon is filled with

and
buried subsurface with 233z::
the seedling R
The Cocoon & ' e
and |

theseecosystemsndthe incrementof their resilience

LIFEThe GreenLink aimsto compensateimpacts of climate changeand
contribute to more resilient Mediterranean ecosystems,specifically in

SpainGreeceand ltaly.
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from harsh
rays, desicating winds
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Wicks drip feed water
straight to the roots,
encouraging a

The Cocoontechnologyis an effective and sustainablemethod to plant treeswithout the useof

supplementaryirrigation, in orderto combatdesertificationand climatechange

Challenges and sites

Tifaracas GranCanaria
(Spain: Part of a natural
park; trials with novel
agricultural varieties.

Challenge Enhance
connectivity between
greenpatches in thepark

Almeria (Spaiit Part of a
naturalpark in arid zone,
trials with novel agricultural

varieties.
Challenge: Enhance

connectivity betweenareas

Jijona& Tous(Spairn:
Abandoned farmland
Challenge: Converting
eroded soll into fertileone,
offer an economic
alternative for landowner
and farmers

Expected results

D.

Above ground parameters:
A Tree survival

A Tree development

A Tree vigour

A Vegetation structure

A Plant diversity

A Biomass stock

Below ground parameters:
A Top & sub soil properties
A Rootdevelopment

A Mycorrhizalstablisment

ElBrug Catalonia(Spain: In
August 2015 1,277 ha
burneddownin aforestfire

ChallengeReforestingpart
of degraded area using
adaptive and economically
Interesting plant species

Socieeconomic impact:

Soveria Mannelli, Calabria A Stakeholder consultation

(Italy): Abandonedarmland

Challenge: Converting
eroded solls into fertile soils
& support plants in the first
growth stages

Ptolemaida(Greecs:
Lignite mining site owned
and operated by Public
Power Corporation
Challenge: Convertingpen
mined sites intofertile solls
& support plants in the first
growth stages

LA

22.601trees of30
different species
have been planted
iIncluding fruit
trees, timber trees
and nativetrees.

Monitoring

Achieved

Impacts of climate change addressed

A 24.000treesplantedin 3 EWcountries

A Achieveover80% survival ratafter planting, for all the species
A Significansavings of up to 30%er plantersvstraditional methods

A Improvementof soil quality increasingiodiversity anccarbonstocks
A Enhancemenbf ecosystemservices

V Adaptationto the risk ofdesertification: Enhance the ecosystem services and

stop degradation of European soils, improving soll quality and water retentio|
V Mitigation the risk ofbiodiversity loss:Contribute to the creation of a diverse

mosaic of (micro)habitats.

V' Adaptation to the increase of water scarcityemonstrate that the Cocoon is a

feasible option for planting trees without irrigation.
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